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An absolutely awful cover by Patricia. I was so enraged by the 
blatant conuaerclaUsa of the artwork (and no, I don't look. like 
that at all J ) that I have sued for daaagee. I have lots of ev- 
idence. There's a letter that Patricia wrote to ay twelve -year 
old daughter, testimony f roe a guy Patricia nearly drove out of 
the nobby by threatening to uae ber XL position to print reveal- 
ing photos of hi*, and run ours (1 have proof, available to say* 
one who asks) of Patricia* s threats to the Bobby- Artwork Custo- 
dian. Huaour has it she is now considering taking over several, 
high-profile hobby custodial posts* I shall do ay beat to stop 
this outrage. Watch for my new subline, Ba,d FllgflY 

Directory, this page here, fool. 

The account of ay successful assassinations at LepreCon. 
of this article (the beat parts) will be reprinted in 
bo aagakine* 

How I cut Bruce Linsey down to wise. 

My Move Tour Move: you LOSE* 

Most of Post-actual part a of our forasr artist, flattened out 
and pasted to these pagers, 

SipOab-a new feud begins aa people for some strange reason, are 
on ay back for packing a gun to LepreCon— and using it* 

Albinoni- everyone HKR'fc as 0M changes deadline back two weeks* 

The JO* £ine— Poll Knockout To urney-all eight mines knocked out* 

Baseball «all the widows fall Into the pool* 

Proa The Podiuu-who shall I insult this timet? 

Audition Material for the PDP-hlt at with your rfaythv a tlx* 



Bone of you non-Quohog types will by no* have noticed that aoet of the 
zine is upside-down. This is due to an error Ik layout that 1 didn't 
notioe until I had collated all the pages* The explanation for the ap- 
pearance Ik this space of that information can only be divine intervention 

Subs to J£L are going up. tTSp what* and Mora iaportantly f whose?) From now 
on I shall accept only Cyprlot pounds* 



Confer^ ce r rH} has been folded* 
This is not ( quite) a fake* . 



Bight down the Middle* 



opril fool, eh! 



The real DIRECTOfll le on page twenty— tore < 
to the *JacU. 



-turn the zine over and turn 



Diplomacy, copyrighted by Avalon Hill , invented by Allan B. Calhaner, is 
responsible for this* For other things Diplomacy is responsible. for, see 

pase 10 - 2 " 



* 
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Apologies to Ed tfr obeli If ee , I probably should have printed y our let 
letter instead of just describing what I thought of it. But I only have 
£if pages (It was only £Q)then), and my readers have only so much patience 
for that sort of thing. If you can't agree to disagree (it doesn't ma^e 
either of ub a bad person) , plea.ee leave me alone* 

As soon as I heard that there • d be no postal stride, I correctly pre- 
dicted that there ' d be hundreds o f pounds of letters in the mail boxes of 
Canada within the day. I was right, and with the extra work the poeties 
have had, response to i£L,'s stuff has been slower than normal. I have been 
forced to delay the 2ine pmi Knockout Tourney deadline a month, and 
ALBIEJONT has been delayed as well. The other things are going on, but 
tentatively, I don't know whether it's apathy or the slow mail. 

And just when we thought we were home free, I find out that Canada 
Post consists of more than unions for the inside and outside workers. it 
appears that there are also truck dri vers unions , nail sorter machine op- 
erator's unions, and Ghod knows how many other unions. And, of course, if 
any of these unions happens to dislike anything at ail about the company, 
and thus decides to strike, the whole system is dead. This, of course, 
is the latest in labour tactics : divide your union into as many sub-uni one 
as possible— the ultimat e being one union per person— and decide that if 
one fails, all fail to show up for work in the morning. This way you Keep 
the company on its toes. I mean, screw the public, they only pay the 
wages* they don't actually decide what they're going to be... 

Hew XL Cqntestl The fellow who does all my printing work is a guy 
named Lee Herman, who has dona wonders to pat up with me since I startea 
publishing. We felt the coloured paper we used last time worked so well 
that it should be incorporated into the- sine. So, a new contest; guess 
the colour of the next XL cover — by sending me something of that colour, 
a piece of paper, a photo (designate which colour) > a magazine, whatever — - 
and you could win three free issues of XJ^l Only one guess per person, as 
I don't want to be sent a picture o£ a rainbow marked "all of these." 

Deadline for the Colour My Zitte contest, and almost anything else in 
the sine is Hay 10 1985* but keep in mind that I start typing it all up 
a week or so in advance. Games will of course be updated if neccessary, 
but other things won't. 

I didn 1 t print a stand-by list last time , so here goes : Aches on , 
Araenault, K. , Brown, Gautron , Krukowski , Peery, Heges , Shirl ey , Stewart , 
Torkelson, and Touchette. 1 think I missed a few: let me know if you 
want on or off. 



Circulation is now up 

1 see the future: thr 
ferred to Quest QM a game, 
So next issue, if there ar 
the GM# Then in June I'll 
no restrictions . Right now 
so far have representative 
strong possibilities of an 
sibilities. By that time 
whether or not to Quest GM 

C f or Steve Hutton) 
Hlggledy piggledy 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Had a neat tune that went 
Da da da DUM , 

So he compos eu th e thing 

^uasisymphonically 

Giving the whole wide worlu 

SouBbhing to hum . 



to 55; thanx for the r espouse 1 

ee more games at least. Mitch /ia^eler has of - 
and Bruce .Vaddell is thinking about doing so. 
e enough, we will start DEBUSSY , with Mitch as 
start COPELAND ( the in ternational game ) wi tn 
the restri ction is one person pjr country ; we 
s from Canada, the USA* and New Zealand, witn 

entry from Zimbabwe, and world-wide other pots- 
Bruce Waddell will have made his decision on 
ELGAR; if he doesn't, I will. 



EXCELSIOR subscription fees 

in Canada* , 3 iasues/#2 

in the USA, , , t 10 issues/iibcaah 

10 is su es/ ^7cheque 
(no U. cheques for less than '. } 
Elsev.bere, ^1 Canadia.yissue 

jamef ees for Diplomacy .,3 Canadian 

±y U.S. 

■-fc free el&ewn. 
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The blame for my decision to attend Leprecoti ( avoiding the monthly Coa- 
f ereacg CalJ. face-to- face game) at Joan Ejctrom and Ken Corbin ' e home on 
St - Patricks Day weekend, cests squarely on the shoulders of three people: 
Gary Coughian, Terry Tollman, and Joan Extroa. I thank all three, anu 
warn them that they've not seen the last of met 

But the rest of you will want to know how this am ail group came to 
work together to get me further south than I've been in eight years. (Thit 
occured to me upon passing the i±5 c & line of longitude on Interstate 5.) 

Just after receiving Euro pa Express #V1 , and noting that there 1 d be 
a con in Oregon in a few weeks, I got a letter from uary , with a sub 
cheque to Along with the excerpts printed in there was a re- 

quest as to whether it would be possible for me to at tend LepreCcn eoae- 
how, 

I dismissed the possibility as being too time-consuming and expensive 
But there was something I had to work out with Gary, namely, an XL. eubain^ 
la ££ in case of a postal strike. So I phoned and made the request* He 
agreed, and asked again if I'd be there. I felt I had to give It a try, 
so I said I'd phone and find out possibilities of transportation. 

Next call was to Oregon: dial, dial, dial , on e-rlngy- dingy , two-ringy- 
dingy.,.1 introduced myslf to Joan Extrom. There was a bit of a pause, 
then (Oh, that Bruce Mclntyre) she talked about the various people who'd 
be there. Whan I heard Terry Tollman, I said stop. Obviously having 
read my pro-BRUX editorial, she went on to say ail sorts of nice things 
about Terry, etc,, etc. Once I had convinced her that I was not intending 
t o pack a gun, and indeed was eager to meet Terry ( and listen to some 
anti-SRUX arguments on the way down, presumably), we formed an alliance, 
to both try to reach Terry, in order to ask for a ride for me. 

I had no luck, bu t apparently Joan did-a week later , on a Sunday 
night, Terry Tallman introduced himself over the phone. He agreed to 
drive me down, and back; 1 agreed to split the gasoline costs. But that 
wasn't quite all- Terry wanted me to know that he thought X.L looked 
great, but read poorly-his description of me, after reading the editorial 
was something on the order of 'another BRUX-eucklng mushbrain, 1 I said 
( as I always do ) that the editorial was not Intended to offend, but we 
could talk about it on the way down. After agreeing to a trade, and a 
meeting time ±ri Seattle, I hung up just in time to hear that the Vancouve* 
Canucks (that's hockey, eh?}, already eliminated from the playoffs, had 
defeated the league-leading Edmonton Oilers, amazingly enough for the tha 
third time this season, (Unfortunately, that aeema to be about the only 
team they can beat...) 

That Friday morning, I got up at 6:^0 AM, staggered out the door witt 
my Adidas bag , knapsack , and sleeping bag ( over packed as usual ) , and made 
my way to the bus depot, and, ninety ainutee later, I was on a Greyhound 
bus headed south. 

The first problem was at U.S. customs. Owning as 1 don 1 t any of the 
usual means of I . D. , such as credit cards or a orivers licence, and hav- 
ing the probl em of not being able to get my birth certificate from the 
deepest pocket of my wallet before the half -asleep customs officer said 
those gut-wrenching words: "Next. I . D. , plaeee , I had visions of being 
deni ed entry to the U .S, , and waiting for the next northbound bus. It 
was at this point that I realized another potential problem : the si ac- pack 
of B.C. cider in the Adidas bag. However, once this amazing specimen of 
Mankind got a beep from hi s computer after laboriously typing in my med- 
ical number, he told me to 'go on through* in a monotone drawl that would 
make an IBM voice chip feel sympathetic, 

I fell asleep in the bus, and woke to the 'excruciating sound of an 
eiectronicly-produced 1 Aura Lee ' from my Japanese wrlstwatch, which un- 
fortunately , also attracted the attention of twenty others on the uus. 
Looking out the window, I could tell we were approaching Seattle: Inter- 
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LEPPfECON continued 

state 5 had branched out Into tea lanes. Each. way. 

Inside the Seattle bus depot, conveniently attached to a Burger King, 
I waited awhile, having arrived rattier earlier then expected* The oblig- 
atory video games were set at much lower difficulty levels than their Van- 
couver count er par ts, as I soon found out , much to my delight • The oraer 
of the day seemed to be 'this machine does MOT accept Canadian currency*' 
They didn't, either. But I couldn't blame them; Z5 cents Canadian ie 
about equal to 16 cents 0,3, 

After a ™« T 1 lunch and an Informal seminar' on how to shoot in the 
high 70's at Bintendo 1 s Vs, Qoj ,f . given to some tourists from Spokane whom 
I creamed without much effort] I sat down and read a book, and soon enough, 
I met Terry Tallman. 

During the trip down Interstate 5 C except for the new Portland by- 
pase) to Albany, Oregon, Terry talked at length about his feud with BRUX, 
and for the most part , I listened. He made it quite clear to m$ that be 
was not asking me to contribute to Had J)OjCiSle , he was simply asking me to 
recognize that BEUX's enemies have a point too. While realizing that BRUX 
can be the very nice,, enthusiastic, generous person I know him to be, Ter- 
ry warned me to treat him very carefully. We stopped for dinner outside 
of Salem (I think)* and had the following conversation (representative of 
our points of view) as I returned from the bathroom, past a number of 
telephone booths; 

TERRY: Brux must be pretty worried about you being with me for a five 
hour drive . 1 mean, Shod knows what you might find out — 

ME: Yeah, I was thinking about that as I passed those phones**— 
TERRY; Sight* I can Just see it-Urgent long distance call for one Bruce 
Mclutyre. 

HE; From a guy in Massachusetts who calls himself Brux. 
TEHHI: Collect. 

After I had taken in enough food, and Terry enough coffee, we contin- 
ued along the West Coast's answer to Route 66-Interstate 5, a highway that 
extends from Vancouver (where we call it Highway 99) to Tijuana, By dusk 
we were in Albany, where we turned towards the coast. Ninety minutes later, 
quite by accident I ' m sure, we turned off the road into the driveway of 
LepreCon Headquarters, located in beautiful suburban tfren, kid-sister city 
of philomath (pop, 2375), Oregon, There was a bit of a. drive through a mln 
lature forest in the dark before we saw the house, and Terry wasn't com- 
pletely certain of having invaded the right property until Joan Extrom 
came out to see what the racket was. 

Upon being introduced to everyone, I slowly became aware of a famil- 
iar tune being hummed. I was thus introduced to Michael Lee, of The Con - 
cert of Europe infamy, who correctly identified the Mozart Clarinet Con- 



certo; unfortunately well after the deadline. I handed him a copy of XI* 
#2, and soon he was guessing madly on the excerpts contained therein. 
Wrongly . 

Then I met Mike "T-Bone" Ehli, the famous J^iORD. Throughout the 
weekend I attempted to determine whether Mike's problem was that his mouth 
moved too fast for his brain, or vice versa. Finally I decided that it 
was both. I must say that talking to Mike Ehli makes you realize why Ter- 
ry Tallman successfully defended the Hobby Sex Ghod challenge.,. 

There was alas a fellow named Bob O'Donnell, »io Has a fantastic 
radio voice, and Ron Grace, an Army buddy of Gary Cougalan'e, and, of 
corse , Joan , Ken, and Sam ant ha* 

And Gary Coughlan. Gary brought with him what seemed like the entire 
Hobby in photographs , and I really overloaded my eel f that first night wi c h 
shock as I discovered what many of you really look like* 1 J 

But then at the end of a very long day for me, Terry announced that 
he c ertainly wasn ' t going to bed without playing any games at all, so we 
drew for countries and I picked up the dark blue one, allied witn Michael 
Lee (France) and attacked Ken Corbm (Russia). Meanwhile, Terry was de- 
riving great pleasure out of stabbiing T-Bone (Italy), especially as .iuseia 
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*ae involved with me in the north, and Gary Coughlan (Turkey) usea the 
Let's Bash These Wooden Blocks Together Opening ( F Ank-Gpn . A Say-Con , and . 
luckily, A Con-Bui), Things went well, and with my successful guess of 
Bob O'Donaell's (Germany) Fall '03 self standoff in Kiel (I ordered A Len 
S (G) F Hol-Kle, F Nth-Hoi), I got a share of the three-way draw between 
myself, France, and, amazingly enoq-gh, the Turkish block-hashers* 

Terry ' s set of wooden bio cks la superior to any I 1 ve seen , as the 
French pieces are not turquoise but sky blue, so you can t ell th em from 
the Italians. He also says he has an English boardi which I prefer, as it 
has no physical features on it , just baby blue water , orange neutrals, and 
unique colours for each coun try (though Russia is, for some reason, purple ; 
The Canadian board is, by comparison, EXTREMELY difficult to play with, 
being as It is a s traight physi cal map : I couldn't care less which retreat 
apace is farther above sea level, you know? The AH board, though the phy- 
sical features type, is lees detailed, but has that awful characteristic 
of being sliced in three. 

Since many of lis were still In the gaming mood » we tried a Gun boat 
game to cap off Friday night. My first, I hate meeting Gunboat players 
in postal games ( ai though I regret to say I'm nearly becoming one tnysexf 
as my hobby duties multiply), but when such silent behavior is part of the 
game, it is quite fun! I drew England again (my long succession of "O 
shit , that ' s the green army" began the Saturday morning) and soon I was 
attacked from the South, in more ways than one— Gary was France. Bu t I 
survived, not as England, but as "The Vikings", a four-centre power of 
Swe, Hwy, Den, and StP(nc). Meanwhile, Terry Tallman got one of his Rus- 
sian armies to Tuscany before completely dying out , Gary ■ s Franc e was be- 
ing attacked by somebody who drew the Italians, and Joan £itrOm, after 
some fail ed Spring 1901 boat -hauling excerciaes ( F Ank-Smv ) decided she 
was satisfied with her three centres , Except for the fact that it was a 
lot of fun, X don't recall much else about how it all ended up. 

Finally it was time to go to bed. I t never occurred to me until 1 
was back in Vancouver that 1 AM Oregon time was 3 AM to Gary, but he last- 
ed quite well under the circumstances* He and I and Ron Grace were quite 
comfortable in one of the rooms, until Mike Eh 11 came in to Join us. This 
cramped up the conditions somewhat, but 1 was too tired to notice much. 

I got up too early on the Saturday- ("Where the hell am I?") Luck- 
ily, all we played before breakfast was Can 1 1 Stop* Not a game requiring 
too much bralnwork ( "mindless", as Terry says), but very entertaining, and 
simple. I was not completely surprised at how much I enjoyed it , as it 
was invented by Sid Sackson (Patterns II). 

After breakfast, we had a call from Brux Llnsey, and there was much 
celebration as we all vied for position by the phone. I didn't say much, 
as I was both unsure of what to say , and quite tired- This, I fear , prob- 
ably worried Brux more than any+Jwng J w*jkf hautf saifl, OK wtlJ. 

iVe were entertained by many during the weekend, including the oblig- 
atory rendition of some Python stuff by myself, and the infamous Two of 
Clubs Legend during the late night Hearts game — the only game I won all 
weekend, except for my defeat of Joan Extrom ' s amazing Backgammon skills 
in 1 out of 3 tries. 

However, the running gags were by far the best in the wide realm of 
LepreCon huaour. In these times of feuds and wars in the Hobby, we at 
LepreCon chose to shoot the* down, with satire. The leading practitioner 
was Michael Lee- It seemed that every time you "borrowed" one of Mlite's 
centres in a Dip game, there ' d come from out of nowhere this feet Virginia 
Helinda Hoiley voice, pleading "You'va taken away con- trol of man Centre! 1 
Then there was the *prove it T bit which went like this: "We had an a^r ee- 
mgnt ■ ana I can PROVE it la a LETTER I sent to Mark Berchi 1 Unfortunately 
he lost it, and I tors mine up in a f i t of rage, but I have five wi tn esses 
who saw the letter. ..." Almost all of the Hobby was satirised at one 
point or another , amid much hilar! ty * 

With the promise of a fantastic Spaghet ti dinner Saturday nigh t , jur 
numbers doubi ed in the afternoon , with the addit ion of Jim » Linda and Aden 
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Bumpas, Paul Gardner, Stephen Lee, Jack Fl em in g , an d Evans an d illea dy Gi van 
Also, Samantha more than made her presence felt on the Saturday, especially 
when ehe discovered that she was bigger (if only slightly) than Aden Bunip- 
as. I KMRed out of the afternoon session (my first Italian position of 
the weekend) when I fell asleep on the couch, as the game got bogged down 
when Kathy Byrne called* I'm sure I slept at least an hour, and amaz-ingly 
enough Kathy was still on the phone when I woke up. Unfortunately, I aid 
not get a chance to talk to Kathy , though xPd have liked to. 

In any case, while Jim Bumpas was busy winning that Dip game {despite 
Aden '6 delightful habit of grabbing as many of his Dad's units as he could 
and running off with them), another Gunboat game was played in the living 
room* I remember two things about that game. Firstly* I was Italy, and 
as usual was held to four centres until Turkey decided to visit* Second, 
Mica el Lee committed an - r amazing feat: he MMRed in a stay-at-the-table 
Gunboat game I This will, of course, become another Hobby Legend, but let 
me try to explain how this amaalng occurence came about. After handing 
In Winter builds, Mike started telling his stories about working in a 
games store, while we were writing out our Spring orders. Like all good 
raconteurs, Mike was completely involved in his tales, and we were listen- 
ing and laughing. (Some of us were having trouble sitting up.) Anyhow, 
finally he handed in his orders, and as they were the seventh set, they 
were on top of the pile, face down. Whoever read the orders turned all 
seven sets over together, relegating Michael's to the bottom. Finally 
his 'Spring' orders were read: BUILD A Par, F Mar- As all of the other- 
sets had been read, there was nothing we could do but go on to the next 

season without any French moves. Soon everybody was laughing again at 

the first ever Gunboat HMK* 

To fill in the time before dinner I was goaded into- a game of Junta, 
a hilarious game which really needs actors to succeed. We had Michael Lee 
Ken Corbin, Bob O'Donnell, and Mike Ehli.- Before long we were all talking 
in our own version of the Banana Republic's official accent. I repeatedly 
claimed to be a "vedy vedy powerful ttOH", and I would have been if they'd 
only called a coup while I was General instead of waiting until I was 
appoiated General #1- It doesn r t help to hold Dribs cards for the Army 
you already control. Oh well. 

The Spaghetti a l'Eactrom was fantastiquel ! Even Aden enjoyed it, as 
did Samantha, ( I think they may have enjoyed each others, too.,) Me, alter 
cider number three, I only remember a nice, happy, contented feeling above 
the waistline... 

After dinner a game of Empire Builder was started in the kitchen, and 
Terry Tal l man was showing the lads some amazing new Diplomacy variant in 
tlie living room. Knowing neither of these games, I was on my own for a 
while. I gave Samantha a soccer lesson { heading a Nerf ball), read the 
rules to Empire Builder and watched (found it different but inferior to 
Rail Baron), played some Backgammon against Joan, and read some old zinee 
But what I really wanted to do was have another look at Gary's photos, so 
that was what I did. 

One thing that we all did Saturday night , and indeed during most of 
the weekend, was correct aispronounclations. I was sure, having only seen 
their names and not heard them, that Ehli rhymed with Bailey, and Coughlan 
rhymed with Dowland. How wrong I was J And how often, to my embarassaent, 
I was caught correcting myselfl (Ehli sounds like Eli, and Goughlan like 
Kaufman.) Nobody pronounced Mclntyre wrong (MAK-in-tie-ur ) though many 
have, outside the Hobby, in the past. But the Empire Builder game provid- 
ed me with a chance to prove that my high school geography course did 
teach me something. Yes,. I confidently stated at least five times, riegin 
really does rhyme with And after about the tenth time I heara an un- 

certain Ree-GEEEE-nah??, I said, "Yer all acting like a bunch of Canadian 
high echaol kidsli" 

Later on, with people leaving, those remaining played a game of Naval 
War, a cute card game in -which early grudges turn to get- tie-Leader tac- 
tics. Despite early problems (I never could draw the right size salvoes 
for my ships guns — Terry said I should fire the supply sergeant.), I end- 
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ed up a close second. After a silly game o f Chine m Checkers* we were all 
set to to bed, when I suggested Hearts. This was enough to Keep Joan 

up , and a lace the Hear t a game was the only game 1 won , tradition demands 
that I tall the story of my victory. But first* ,» 

Towards the end of the N^val Wars game , Michael Lee gathered ee ven 
large pretzels and rolled small strips of paper around them. when asked 
what the h ell he was up to, he explained that we were about to play the 
fastest Dip variant ever devised: Prophet Diplomacy 1 1 

We drew for countries; you guessed it , I got 1 taly again* 1 don 1 t 
remember the western alignment , but Terry Tailman drew Turkey , Mike Ehli 
drew Russia, and Ken Corbin got Austria. 

Then, we drew War Fortune Pretzels* I could pretty much guess «iiat 
nine would say, and 1 was right; it eald I'd have ah. okay game, would 
last to the end* but would not win ■ Ken * s said he'd be eliminated early ; 
Terry's said something about early sucesses not being goad enough. 

It was at this point that Mike Ehli let out a yell that miraculously 
failed to wake the dead* Not to mention the few that 1 were sleeping at th 
timej But it was true: finally, after a long and distinguished carrer, 
the man from FNORO had finally notched Up a win* Despite Terry's protest 
we all congratulated hia profusely. I f there is a way to be beaten by 
Kike Ehli without losing face or reputation, this had to be it. 

And then there was the hearts game. There were five of us, myself, 
Joan* Paul Gardner, and, I think, Mike Ehli, and Michael Lee. The pivot- 
al hand was this one* I held; 

4 0. A ^ lO 8 3 OA ♦ A K J* 

Mik_e Ehli had been nice enough to pass me the Queen of Spades, and 
The ^ueen and Three of Hearts. I won the first trick with the Ace of 
Cluha and lead the King, then the Acs of Diamonds* tfhen nobody threw a 
Heart I tosaed the Four of CI a tie into the centre of the table. All fol- 
lowed* A Spade was lead—everybody laughed as I ate tay singleton ^eed t 
but Paul laughed the hardest as he threwthe King of Hearts on it. with 
that kind of charity it was easy to take all the points — even at 2 AM* 

It would be a crime for ae to neglect the ai oknaming that came about 
from the presence of the Hobby Nickname Custodian, Terry Talljuan. (For 
those unfamiliar with this vital service, Terry makes up nicknames for 
free, changes them himself for $1, accepts a third party nickname for j-b, 
and accepts your own for 9l5~*all the money goes to hobby services* ) The 
ones I remember were Hike rr T-Bone JI Ehli, which he hates but apparently 
refuses to change, Michael ."Alvin" Lee, after the Chipmunk, and, made up 
on the way down, Bruce "Muahbrain" Mclntyre- 

3y the end of the weekend we had a few new ones. For his amazing 
turtle-like velocity in order-writing (somebody said during a game on Fri- 
day, "You don't write press in FTF Dip, you know*") , Ken Corbln was dub- 
bed 1 Flash \ Joan Extrom paid Terry 35 to change my nickname-to Bruce 
' Canadians Oan Be Fun' Mclntyre* After taking all the points at Hearts 
without anyone noticing . I suggested 'Slam' Extrom; unfortunately Terry 
was by that time fast asleep. 

Good thing too. Because if I had had to drl ve back , we'd prooably 
end up against the side of some overpass. For one things I don * t drive ; 
for another , I was fast asleep for most of the ride. However, there was 
one event that occurred on the Sunday that provided a highlight for the 
whole weekend. Joan, Samaatha, and , I believe, a few others including 
Bob 0 1 Donnell were just returning from driving Paul Gardner to the bus 
depot. Hike Ekli* Michael Lee , Terry Tailman and I were watching from 
inside* Samantha got out of the van and ran across the yard until we 

could no longer see her through the window.- Suddenly it occurred to he 
that she was heading for danger, there being a deep ravine in that dir- 
ection* >Ve got up and rushed for the door, as Bob 0' Donnell went after 
Samantha. 

tfhen we go t outside , we saw what Samantha was running f or- she ' d 
climbed up on Bob's motorcycle, and was just now reaching for the handlt- 
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hare. That In itself is dangerous, given a two-y^ar-olds reach, but some- 
how she mad© it without falling off* Hunched down over the handlebars, 
she turned her head enough to flash a BIG smile at us, and everyone 
simultaneously screamed, "Where * s my camera 1 ?" 

It was at this point that extreme lunacy took control of aoe (as it 
often doee). Without hesitation, I ran down to the motorcycle and posed, 
lying an my sack in front of the wheel, as cameras clicked. I hope I can 
oh tain a copy of that plctutel I 

Finally It was time for the long trip back. Actually, it wasn't 
quite as long as it had seemed going south, but that was probably due to 
all the sleeping I did in Terry's car. 

My one regret is that I lost the distinction of being the furthest 
away from home to Gary Coughlan. However, I do plan to get eves with him 
in Minneapolis this May. CMy calculations tell me I've even got New York- 
er Mike Barno beaten.) If any of you think I'm craay, you're probably 
right — but to me, all this traveling is well worth it! 11 



Patterns II 



If you are one of the five that have sent me Patterns II patterns, I must 
warn you-^the game Is about to begin! I have three out of five voting 
to play Gunboat style-eo, for simplicity's sake, all you get about the 
names of the other players, are that they are all male, and they shall 
go by the last letter in. thier surname: Mr, L t Mr. 0» Mr. I, Mr. R, and 
rather interestingly enough, Mr. T. 

Information on the others' patterns is available -for a stamped self- 
addressed envelope, but, since all except Mr* T are Americans, and I can' 
use Canadian stamps, try 3 pieces of info for an American dollar, OK? 

Deadline for final guesses for the first round is June lat, two Ls- 
suaa away. But start guessing now, you never know, what the mail will be 
like. .* 



DipGAb 

That which appears \ n ter\fre four pages is the instructions and voting 

ballots for this years Runestone poll. Keeping in mind Dave Carter's 
policy of printing anything possibly offensive up-side-down, I want all 
XL readers to know the following; 

If you, like I, feel that Bruce Llnsey can do a perfectly acceptaole 
job with the poll, then you may consider the instructions and ballots to 
be right-side-up. (In relation to this issue's cover, they are.) Ob- 
viously then, the border and mini-masthead are inverted* How could that 
possibly be offensive to anyone? Well, it's offensive to m_, oecause I 
had to kill the side borders just to get the Runestone press release to 
fit on j£k 1 a pages. 

If you, like I, feel that ^ha poll would certainly be better off 
without the controversy surrounding it (whether the individual running 
the poll is at fault or not), then you may consider the instructions and 
ballots to be up-side-down. (In relation to this issue's Directory* they 
are.) Obviously then t the border and mini -masthead are right-side-up, 
signifying that you do not find _, offensive. 

I admit that there may exist somewhere some unfortunate who is of- 
fended by both the Runestone ballot, and XL . But since I don't send M± 
to people who are offended so easily, I don't feel that anyone who sees 
this can possibly complain. 

In any case, I put this stuff in the center so you could detach it. 
Whether you'd like to send it to BfiUX or wipe your ass with it once you 
do so is your concern. There are two sides to every story. ...... 

Pac |E 9 ______ 
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The 1985 Runes tone Zine & GM Poll 



THE NINTH ANNUAL NORTH AMERICAN ZINE POLL i You may rate any publication substantially 
devoted to Diplomacy of which you have seen more than two Issues since April 1, 196^* 
Bate the series , not individual issues. Rate each zine on a scale of 0 to 10 (0 "being 
the lowest possible rating , 10 the highest) . No fractions , please . Specify sublines 
and rate them separately from the parent zinej sutelnes will be listed separately* 
Publishers may not rate their own Einefi or a u bs in b s . Sign your ballot and indicate 
one way in which you participate in the hobby (e.g. "I sub to zine XXX", "I play 
in game 1984YY", "I publish zine Z2Z", etc.). All votes will be kept confidential 
(but please note that Pat Oonlon will see all of them). Please list the zines 
alphabetically to make tabulation of the results easier* I reserve the right to 
tabulate or ignore ballots which do not follow the format outlined above. 

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL NORTH AMERICAN GAMESWASTER POLLt v ou may rate any GH in whose 
postal game or games you were a player during the year beginning April 1, 1984, and 
under whom you played for long enough to gain an objective assessment of his ox her 
competence as a GM. Rate each GH on a scale of 0 to 10 {O being the loweBt possible 
rating, 10 the highest). No fractions, please. Gamesmastexs may not rate themselves. 
Others may not rate GMs in whose games they were not- active players during the poll 
period. Rate each GM by NAME, not by sine. Votes which do Dot use the GH's name 
will not be tabulated. Please list the GMs in alphabetical order by SURNAME. 
Distinguish between Ron Brown of California and Ron Brown of Canada, if you vote for 
either or both. 

The deadline for both polls is June Z9, 1985- The deadline for ballots sent 
to Pat Conlon is June 22., I9B5. Results will be tabulated as soon after the poll 
deadline as possible, and will be released as they become available to anyone 
wishing to phone. Please rate only North American zines, sublines, and GMsj though 
any readers or players living outside North America are welcome to participate. 
Send all ballots to Bruce LInsey , 73 Ashuelot St.. Apt. 3, Dalton, MA 01226, USA 
or Pat Conlon, Box 1701*1, LSU. Baton flouge. LA 70693. USA. 

CHANGES AND OTHEH NOTES PERTAINING TO THIS YEAR'S ANNOUNCEMENT! 

Hue to tae turmoil surrounding the change of pollsters Uiio year, I have 
attempted to keep procedural changes to a minimum. Nonetheless, we do have a fewi 

There is no "official" proclamation against grudge vptee this year- As a 
voter, you may vote using any criteria that you deem fair and reasonable. Some 
people tend to ignore such a restriction anyway, as Randolph Smyth mournfully 
pointed out after last year's poll. So the restriction was unenforceable — and 
in my opinion, unrealistic as well. That is, I believe that the quality of a 
zine (or the voters' opinions thereof, which is after all what the poll is supposed 
to measure) CAN be affected by the publisher's ethics or his stance regarding 
feuds - — the basis of most grudge votes, if you will. Vote as you see fit, 

Anyone who has participated in the Diplomacy hobby since April 1, I9&U ls~ 
eligible to vote. 

I will be discounting the top and." bottom YO% (as opposed to last year's Q%) 
of the votes caEt for any given zine, subzine, or GH. This figure will be 
rounded down, so that Bines {etc. ) receiving fewer than ten votes will not be 
subject to this provision. I believe that Randolph applied this lopping-off 
procedure only to the zines last yearj 1*11 be applying it to the subzines and 
GMs as well — but only in determining the "averaging" scores, NOT in forming the 
preference matrix. Which brings me to... 

The preference matrix. Randolph had initially planned to come up with a 
preference matrix for the &Ines last year, and generate two lists. This ended 
up not working outj this year I plan to draw up a preference matrix for zlnes 
only, and generate a score for each zine* The preference matrix scores will then 
be averaged with the fines' "averaging" scores to produce a single final list. 
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In addition to providing a second list of scores to be combined with tti e sines' 
mean scores, the preference matrix should prove to add interest to the poll results 
by Itself, as it will be portrayed in graphic form. I have devised a formula which 
will translate a zlne 1 e ran score from the matrix to a number ranging from 0 to 
10, so that the combining of the lists will be practical. 

There may be other embellishments to the presentation of the results, depending 
on what I can dream up to make the final product more interesting to the readers. 
He'll see. 

A few clarifications regarding specific publications and GMsj as mentioned 
in the GH poll announcement, be sure to distinguish between the two Bon Browns if 
you vote for either or both. Treat Whltestonla as a Bine, Kathy' s Koraer as a _ 
Bubzine (to keep -the status quo from years past.) The editor of Bad Doggie 
treats that product as a subzine even though it sometimes appears separately from 
the parent einej therefore the poll will, tabulate ED as a subline * Ditto for 
Oirphan Clty i treat it as a suba ine . 

The cutoffs for Inclusion in the main lists will be the same as last year'si 
ten votes for Bines, five for subzine s and GMs. Sines which do not make the main 
list will not be included in the preference matrix. 

A clarification to the rule that you must have seen more than two issues of 
a sine in order to vote for iti if you were supposed to see more than two issues 
of a alne but did not (i.e. because the publisher has not published regularly) , 
then you may still vote for that zlne ■ 1 can think of one or two "activ*" 
publications that fall into this category i sorry , guys, but be ing grossly 
irregular ain't gonna, get you off the hook around here if the voters wish to send 
you a message... 

The Conlon Arrange me nt i Voters who for any reason do not wish to send their 
ballots to me (Bruce Llnsey) may send them instead to Pat Conlon, whose address 
appears with the announcement above. PLEASE NOTE THAT TIE HEADLINE FOR BALLOTS 
G0OG TO PAT 15 A WEEK BEFORE MY DEADLINE . This is so that Pat will have time to 
transcribe the ballots and send then to me by the poll deadline. I will not 
know who voted how among those ballots received by Pat — he will be copying them 
onto blank, unsigned ballots which will then be sent on to me. However, he will 
be providing me with a list of names so that I can i) check to make Bure no one 
voted twice , and 2) publish a list of all people who voted. 

After the poDl results are tabulated, I will be sending all of the ballots 
(or copies thereof) to Pat, who will verify the results if necessary. 

For ease in voting, I suggest that voters use the official ballots which 
will accompany this mailing (and I'll be very grateful to those publishers who 
choose to print the ballots) j but of course this is not required. 

Any questions on the voting procedure should be directed to me , 

The Runestone Poll is the oldest, and most highly regarded of the Diplomacy 
hobby's polls- It is my intention to maintain this status by publishing the 
results accurately, impartially, promptly, and in a (hopefully) interesting manner. 
I ask each and every member of the hobby to do his or her part by getting out there 
and vo ting . Hay the best publ icat ions -- and GMs — . win \ 

Se* p^e 9 -for my Commer&S. 
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19^5 FUNE STONE SUB2TNE POLL OFFICIAL BALLOT 



EaK DOGGIE 
THE BEHOLDER 
BENZENE 

BETTY DALY'S SUE SINE 
THE BOOB REPORT 
BOTTOMS UP 
BUT I'M HAPPY 
BUTTER BATTLES 
CHOMPS &. MIAMS 
CONFERENCE GALL 
CORN OFF THE COBB 
CUBISTS ' CORNER 
DAYLESFDRU 
DEB I 'S FILLER 
DIPLOMACY BY MOONLIGHT 
THE ECHO OF DOOM 
E*S*A*D 



EXPLETIVE DELETED 
FATHER KNOWS LESS 
FEMME FATALE 
FEUDETTE 
FIAT BELLUM 
FNORD 

FOOT IN MOUTH 
GALIMATIAS 
HARE OF THE LOG 
HIGH FLATUS GONZO 
HUMBOLDT 
KATHY'S KORNEH 
KNOWN GAME OPENINGS 
THE LITTLE DIPPER 
MAGGIE'S 33NE 
MAGNIFICENT ? 
KALAGUEHA 



MeANNderings 

MOS E IE LEY SPACEPORT 

ONLY YESTERDAY 

ORPHAN CITY 

FERLM UTTER * S REVENGE 

PHYLLIS 'S PYRAMID 

SAVOLINNA 

SCREED 

SEX APFEEL 

SHADOWPLAY 

THE SPACE VIKING 

STRANGE DOINGS 

SUBMARINE WARFARE 

TEMPORARILY DELAYED 

THE TOAST OF PHILADELPHIA 

VERTIGO 

VICIOUS HATE SHEET 



(Blank spaces are for a-ny I've neglected to list.) 



Vcte CM 1 b Name 



19S5 RUNES TONE GM POLL OFFICIAL BALLOT 

Vote GM'e Name Vote GM's Name 



(Please list GHs alphabetically by surname, going down the columns.) 



S ignature 



J participate in the Diplomacy hobby by 



PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE VOTING! Send this ballot to Bruce Linsey, 73 Ashuelot St., 
Apt, 3, Dalton, MA 01226 U.S.A. or Pat Cordon, Box \?Olh, LSU, Baton Rouge, LA 70693 U.S.A. 

QUESTION 1 Would you like to see non-North American publications and ^ e£ ^~ 

GMs included in the 1 986 Runestone Poll? (Please check one response.) don 1 ! care 
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19&5 RUNESTOKE ZTNE POLL OFFICIAL BALLOT 



ALPHA <St OMEGA 
. ANDUIN 

. THE APPALACHIAN GENERAL 
APPALLING GREED 
THE ARMCHAIR DIPLOMAT 
BERSAGLXERI 

BIG HITS OF MID- AMERICA 
BOAST 

THE B HO ADS IDE 
BUSHWAGKER 

THE BUZZARD'S BREATH 
THE CANADIAN DIPLOMAT 
CATHY'S RAMBLINCS 
CHEESECAKE 
COAT OF ARMS 
COMMAND 

THE G OH CERT OF EUROPE 

COSTACUANA 

D-DAY ! 

DIPLOMACY DIGEST 
DIPLOMACY WORLD 
DIFLOMAG 
THE DIPLOMAT 
DIPPT 

THE DOGS OF WAR 
DOWN THE TUBES 
EFG TART 

THE ELECTRIC PENGUIN 

EMU A IN MACHA 

END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS 

ENVOY 

EREHWON 

EUROFA EXPRESS 
EVERYTHING 



EXCELSIOR 

FESTUNG5 HOP _ 
FEUDESSE 

FEUILLETONIST* S FORUM __ 

FLICK OF THE WRIST _ 

FOL 51 FIE _ 

FHQBQZZ " _ 

THE GAMER'S SINE _ 

GIVE ME A WEAPON _ 

GRAUSTARK _ 
HAl ! JIKAI ! 

HANSARD _ 
HOOF AND MOUTH 

HOUSE OF LORDS _ 

THE IN REP LIGHT _ 

IRKSOME ! 

Italian 0 pribe _ 
kaissa 

liber terre an 
life of monty 
lone star diplomat 

MACABRE _ 
MAGUS _ 
MIDLIFE CRISIS 
MIKE'S MAG 

KURD' RING MINISTERS _ 

NO FIXED ADDRESS 

NORTH SEALTH, WEST GEORGE 

NOT NEW YORK |_ 

OMNIPOTENT _ 

THE ORPHANAGE 

OUTNIPIQUE 

PARANOIACS' MONTHLY 

(Bl ank space s are for ajiy 



_ PERELANDRA 

POLITESEE 
_ PONTEVEDRIA 

THE PRINCE 

PROTOZOAN 

RAGING MAIN 

REBEL 

REDWOOD CURTAIN 

RETALIATION 

SLEEPLESS KNIGHTS 

SNAFLfi 

SO I LIED 

STABBACK 

TACKY 

TER-RAN 

thirty miles of bad road 
Torpedo 

TOUCHE 

THE VOICE OF DOOM 
WHITES TON IA 
WHO CARES? 
WINSOME LQSESOME 
THE WORDWORKS 
XENOGOGIC 

ZOMBIE flesj; 



I've neglected to list.) 



S ignature 



I participate in the Diplomacy hobby by 



PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE VOTING ! Send this ballot to Bruce Linsey, 73 Ashuelot S 
Apt. 3, Dalton, MA 01226 U.S.A. or Pat Conlon, Box 17014, LSU, Baton Rouge, LA 70893 U.S. A, 

IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE THE POLL RESULTS BY MAIL, enclose $1.00 U.S. (to Bruce Linsey). ' 
(Results -Kill include a complete statistical analysis, preference matrix, etc.) 
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My Move/Your Move 



Sorry I'or che quj.git 
Blame LepreCou. .le 



No. 3 



report cms L. 
1 1 cn thankful 

















































































J 




























— 














































































































































































































i . 


















Mi 





CHE£S 
White 
(me) 



(you ) 



Arsenault, ^eier, ^naUaii, 
and Lorber vo tea P-ri*+ fotr tan 
aove. Button, Miasnail aad Co 
voted K--iB3 i'or the second. 

Leaders : .-ilnshall 2. 

7 tied with 1 



f ± r5 t 



OTtifiLI.O 
Black tfnite 
(me J (you) 



f4 

f b 



*3 

? "7 *? 



ProDlems here, mostly froiu tae fact 
tnat I largo t to flip tn t only aiac 
I outflanked las t time , tfle one at 
The 0 thelio ruiee say tnat if 
this occurs , the other player aiay 
correct ij| Jie_ wishes . My move is 
fo regardless. Votes witn &o ven, 
next time, please. Sio vote equals 
'flip it, pleasel' 

Leaaers: B 4 Becker & Min£hall tiea witii 2. 

■Va 0 eler , Huttoa, and Cor bin l 



PEHTE 
White Black 

(me) (you-) 
10 HI 

2 L3 L2 

3 U3 



Oh 5oq, aid I really make tnat aw- 
ful move last time? Let's aa ve ^ 
few mare tnan Bixl Jecker, ^ouraa 
Minshaii, and Steve Hut tori. Con- 
rad leads 2.-0 over tue otne:^ oalj 
ae cause his letters ^ e t here tae 
earliest* I wqu-lq s&y tho.;? is tue 
best cnance to p-LCK up sj^e fr^c 
XLa, so let's a ear l'ram yuu . 



Leaner ; Conrad -iinshall 2. 



■3ACHGAMMQN was the most popular, 
i«„fc«r 2, JO CO wfo I 




witn votes 
Minshall , 
All agreed 

a nVhite 
(me) 
roil move 
6-3 MP MS 
rri3-2 SU 3U 
^-1 A-D ru 

Conraa Min 
tive to do 
;Z - want to ma 
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this ti^ne 
Coroin, Si 
to hit me 

.slack, 
(you j 
roil mov 

6-3 i-P 

3-3 

shall asts 
liOJ-fi? (Ho 

tgii trie st 
□alanc 



oy Hu 1 1 
chmund t 
, ( Tnuii 
hor 

move , 

for 

3rOwn 
, Becice 

ana A 

; w ii a t 

t iqu ch J 
es'i Jus 



on, - . .se 

ail d Jar 

the firs 
I haa v 
-I from 
, liavies 
r, Kru^o 
rsenaul t 

is i.y in 
aowj Aiiy 
tii tne.tr 
t t eli in 
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Most oF tUe Post 

It is by no means the VoD or UFA style, hut as I ' ve not had any complain ts| 

about it yet, 1*11 continua this letter column in the style I used in #2. 

Don't forget to check the back of your mailing cover — that's how I answer 

letters that don.' t get into this column for one reason or another. Soonerl 

or later I expect to have this down to a science so everybody gets at the 
very least a scribbled "cheers" or something. 
So, what "ave we this time?,.,, 

SEAN M CGQH1 QJJ [ : My dear Druce, 



Thanks for your letter of 2.7 January, and for Excelsior which arrivedl 
here ( ( Papakura , New Sealand) ) yesterday- I was shocked to discover that 
you have only found out about Bacardi Rum — Fruit Eaquiris are a staple of 
my diet, along with Martinis. 

BM: But how much of your diet are they re a lj j . Sean? I mean 1 D' is no- 
where near •B' on my typewriter After #2 came out, I was thinking about] 

changing the title to Alcoholic Weekend , in reverence to the 16 oz or so 
of Bacardi I polished off preparing it* This time I*ve not had time to 
obtain a new bottle, so I suppose the quality is suffering badly, 

I bet there's nobody else in DipDonj who specifically states Rum & 
Pepsi (NOT Coke) in ordering drinks. 

DHNiUS mJIHE : I have not played Diplomacy before, except many hours of so 
solitaire and a few two-handed* I"d like to get into a real game, either 
from scratch or as a stand— by* 

HM: I found this interesting, eiace that's pretty much my pre-nobby Dip 
experience as well. I used to play solitaire by choosing a random order 
for the moves each season. Dsually the winner was the luckiest Power. I 
know one thing though: you'll certainly enjoy playing in a seven-player p 
postal game if you've never had the experience of playing real-Dip before: 

Dennis was the first to respond to Rod Walker's ad for me in Pp.nt- 
evedrla; I don't think he got the maes-malled sample of #1, believe it or 
not* I thank Rod for taking the extra time to include in Pontevedrla . 
especially since time is apparently one of Rod's endangered species these 
days, and even more so as I don't recall sending him a form for the list- 
ing- 

T3AVIS LAS TEH : Thanks again for my sample. (Which of those guys gave you 
my name?) I r ll be looking for in my mailbox. 

BM; A few have asked about the Mcintyre-maes-maillng list, or the Gang of 
^.00, I used lists from the following sources to amass the array of ad- 
dressesj 

No Fixed Address #27 2o 

Sleepless Knights* address list 

Fol Si Fia #159 

Europa Express tfl+Q 

Magrathea #6-9, or was it #7-8? 

Dtf Publishers Survey #14 

Conf erenc e Call 

Snafu I -^if5 

a list of YoD subbers aot mentioned above , providea by 3rux Linsey 
players in my international game* D501 in Pol chs toss 

Foreign pubbers whose addresses were in the ISE material I was sent. 

This totals about 350 or so. The rest I keep around for people in future 
who may want a copy of #1, or the original houeerules* 

RO^IE ROBERTS : Thank you for Excelsior : it seems to be very nicely done, 
tfhere does the fancy typeface come from? ... Do I qualify for three free 
issues by naming the Moiart Clarinet Concerto (clarinet's opening tueme)? 

BM: I really shouldn't, because I didn't get your letter until after the 
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MOST OF THE POST continued 

deadline, but since the poet office has had troubles , and your letter was 
the only correct answer to the excerpt, and it came all the way from Aden 
dorf, flest Germany, and because I was ao ruthless In taking Hoi from you 
in D^OI (I'll give it back, promise..-.), all right. Oh, it's five issue 
you. get, not three, I use letter-press from Mecanorma. There's a store 
in Vaacouva^ ttfat*-*arriee over four hundred, different typefaces. The two 
I use for 2£L_ are called Dubbeldik (masthead), and Peignot Bold (headlines 
I also use Cooper Black for Conference Call , and do up the maps in good 
ol' Helvetica Light. It's quite simple, really. You just put the sheet 
over the page and rub the letter onto the page. If 1 remember I'll send 
you some Q's that I'll never use. 

BROX LINSEJ (with red-pencilled exhortations to "Print this sentence"): In 



my opinion, the most Interesting part of your sine was your houserules. 
They are reasonably comprehensive, covering about ifO£ ((I!)) of the sit- 
uations that ought to be covered, and very well organized. 

BM: tfhat about rule i^*^X1 I should think that covered the other 60# of 
situations. There are a lot of situations that require a QMS discretion. 
I don't think GMlng is a straightforward job you can program into a com- 
puter and forget it. For example, extending the deadline. There's pre- 
cious little on that in the houserules, because I want to use my discre- 
tion on that sort of thing. ALBINONI was delayed mostly because of the 
poor mall service lately due to the averted strike. This ie not the kind 
of decision a QM with rigid Hfi's can make. Also, many are put off by ex- 
cessive houeeruling, though I think that's a hit harsh. Anyhow, thanks 
for the compliment, and the courtesy copy of your HR's, which I consulted 
extensively in forming the jfl^ ones. 

CHARLES AR5ENAPLT : Letter: About the credit for wins and craws. 



I want to propose a new system of credits for game endings. Instead 
of the conventional win/draw points: 1 for winning, i- for a two way draw, 
4 for a four way draw, etc.. 

It seems that this situation doesn't Reflect exactly the true situa- 
tion. For example, a three-way draw between England (15), France (lO), 
and, Turkey ( 7) , To give Turkey the same credit as England is, as we say 
in French, "blaiseV' I think one has,^ to consider three things to judge 
the diplomatic skills, of a player; 

1. Bow long he stays in the game. 

2* How many centres he owns at the end, 

3* How many players are sharing in the draw. 

Here's how 1 would see it: total year a played (max: 10) plus numoer 
of centres under your control at the end (max 13) plus result bonus (in 
which a win is worth 10, 2-way 5, 3-way 2., £*-way 1). ((Tour suggestion to 
divide this total by 10 makes ao difference)) So, in the example, if the 
game ended in 1912: Turkey 19, England £7, France 22 are the scores. I 
think that system would be more appropriate to make a classification o£ 
the players. 

BM; Ae with all rating systems, there are problems with this one. Gener- 
ally, the problem with a rating system (any system) is that everyone sees 
the game differently — why should I submit myself to anyone else's prior- 
ities but my own, Just for the sake of ratings? (ItJs much easier to taite 
a 'who cares' attitude on this when you're as bad a Dip player as I am[ ) 
Specifically, with your own system, I see one major fault right away: a 
player who has achieved a winning position early on may decide to *ait to 
1910 to finish them off just to get the extra point or two. Similarly, a 
game which becomes hopelessly stalemated early may be deliberately bogged 
down while the surviving powers wait until they've amassed all the points 
they can get from the draw. Any other comments, readers? 

PlERrfS TOU CH^iUiH 1 am sending you ISSN from NLC (National Library of 
Canada ). This serial number will bee a first step for Excelsior . All 
you have to do, send your name, the first issue of XL and they will send 
you your ISSN ((International Standard Serial Number^. It costs nothing 



P A qE 1 7 



<^>x<©©ll^ii@r MOST OF THE POST continued 

to receive it. Anyhow, please do It. 

BM ; la this the law speaking? The pamphl et you sent me says in part , "The 
15 SN ahoul d be printed an all issues of a serial, on the top right hand 
cover of the front cover, preceded by the letters ISSN." «vhy don't the 
other Canadian putters have one then? In view of the recent court action 
by th© government against Ernst Zundel ( a Toronto publisher, who pub- 
lished a pamphlet called Qld Six Million Heally Die. , and now faces a jail 
term and possible deportation for •promoting racial hatEed* , despite the 
rallying cries of freedom of speech /the pre** this seems to overlook.), 
I think its understandable that I be told just why the government wants 
to pat XL. in its files, I'd have no trouble with this at all if I knew 
why it was neccessary. If indeed it is. 

■VALLACE HI COLL ; At the mora en t we are seeing a lot of new zines ( Doug fow- 



ling and I took over Psychopath from Mike Dean and renamed it ) ( ( it f s now 
called Prisoners of War ) ) based on previous trades. I personnally do not 
think you can judge a zine simply t rosn one issue* Could I propose a sam- 
ple period of six months, ah the end of which we can decide to continue 
or not. Would you object to the 2ine coming surface mail instead of air? 

BM : At this point I have a trade agreement with five zines from overseas, 
and as I don 1 t play In any of them, surface nail is fine by me* But I 
can't send XL surface mail, because it appears, not to exist in Canada* 
However, I find the surface mail gets here as fast as my first class s turf 
gets there! 1 

RON "SNAFU" BROWS : Let me express my profound sympathy. . .after a year or 



so of publishing you '11 know what I mean. 

3M: Ana he did! J With a sub cheque, and a nicely helpful letter, inter- 
spersed with a few compliments about XL> This is sympathy? Best kind 
I've ever been lucky enough to receive. Despite all the time© BRWH nas 
told me how much reminds him of Sna , f u \ r I know I'll be going in cir- 
cles until I get a typewriter that is less grungy than this aionster. I 
get this - cheer fulness from yours, Bruce Llnsey's, and Mark Berch's Tws, 
that defies explanation. Oh, Richard Sharp 1 s proportional spacing model 
is another good one. I'm afraid the Carter C64 printer leaves me flat 
and neutral , and this one : I wou-ldn ' t even consider trying to make an ally 
with it* 

FRED DAVIS; Glad to see there wa© no Canadian Postal Strike. ( C You 're glad, 



you should have seen me when they told me at the printersji)) >Ve*jre using 
the ugly IT D" stamps on domestic mail » but we can't put them on foreign 
mail j not even to Canada. From time to time, other Canada! an pubbers 
have reported that the earlier temporary stamps C "B" and "C ") sometimes 
slipped through anyway. So , let us know if you receive any mail from 
the U . S. bearing "D M stamps. 

BM: So that's why I'm getting all these Jerome Kerns and Igor Straviaskys 
on the incoming 3 tamps J I thought it w c ,a a symbolic gesture. iVhat a 
dlssappQintment . Yes , I have received a couple of those "D" stamps. I 
don ' t remember any bad delays being ass 0 elated wi th them , but then 1 1 ve 
associated all of this month's bad delays with the sudden influx of work 
associated with the avoidance of a possible strike up here. I know that 
I did a lot of mailing when I found ou t there woul an ' t be a strike , and 
I held back a few let ters uti til I was sure. 

MIKE BARNQ : "Friend 1 is not f -r-e-i-n-dl t Reminds me of when I typed 



some of Tarn Swider's material and I could not break him of the habit of 
spelling "hobby" h-o^b-b-i-e. . . .So you program in PASCAL, eh? Do you 
have a computer? ( An Atari? ) 

5M : Do you have any idea how much correction tape I go through an i ssue? 
The sub fee could justiflcably be raised for that alonell Around the any 
before printing I say 'what the hell' and let it all hang out. 3ut I do 
have a problem with friend. I will own a C64 in two weeks ; more Qext ihJi, 
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Th E ALBINONI ChRONiclEs 



No. 3 




Excelsior's first Diplomacy gams, ALBINONI (yes, I learaeu the correct 
spelling. .»> teas been delayed by concensus. Ne* deadline is May 10, 
12:01 AM if phoned in. (That's a formality, 1*bi never home by then.) 

ALBINONI players 

ENG: Bill Shirley, 618 Main St., Yarmouth NS, Canada B5A U9, 

GEH: Charles Arsenault, Mi90 St. Kevin #?, Montreal P^, Canada H3T 1H9 

RUAi Kevin Brown, ICO Patton Dr., Warner Rob-bins GA, USA 31093 

TUB: Melinda Holley , P.O.Box 2793* Huntington WV, USA £5727 

AtJS: Michael J , D±ta, 5785 Danube w"ay 5 #C, Orlando FL, USA 32807 

ITA: Stephen J- Dycus, 3^+50 Korlng Rd. , Evansville IN, USA it7?l2 

FRA; Krukowski, 5339 ». Eddy, Chicago IL, USA 6O64I 

A few words on Tomaso Qiovanni Albinoni are in order, as they tuay very 
well serve to provide atrategi c inspiration during the game. 

In comparison with other composers, there isn't much juicy gossip on 
Tomaso Giovanni Albinoni. Considering what X did find In one trip to 
the library, this is quite amazing, for he seems to have lived a rather 
unlquiah Ufa, considering the times in which he lived it. 

Tomaso was born in Venice on June l^th, l67l» the eldest of the family. 
Despite the financial advantages this would surely bring* he was deter-, 
mined from the start to go it alone, to be musically a dilletante; a man 
of independant means. 

As a composer, he was never struggling for recognition. In the 
age of the Opera, he wrote during his lifetime fifty of tbem, and saw 
them performed throughout Italy, often in his presence. If his extensive 
travels throughout Italy {why anyone would become tired of Venice is 
beyond me) are any Indication, he certainly was never under any serious 
financial strains, as were composers of later eras* 

In 1705, presumably on a visit to Naples to see a performance of 
one of his works, he married the operatic soprano Margherita Rlmondi, 
The first half of the eighteenth century was truly the "age of the 
1 primadonna 1 so it is amazing beyond belief that this obviously 
high-profile marriage would get such littie historical recognition. 
Especclally when 'La Salarina' (her opera nickname) was, at 21, thirteen 
years younger than our hero Tomasoltl 

Four years later, Papa Albinoni passed away, and the family business 
was passed on to his four sons in most unusual manner. Tradition de- 
manded that Tomaso, the eldest, be left in at least partial control* But 
Papa Albinoni went furthur, leaving the maintenance of the business to 
hie younger eons, while requiring that one-third of the profits ds given 
to Tomaso. (Tomaso, as a token gesture, was left one shoji) Perhaps his 
brothers became disgruntled at having to work for their already well-off 
sibling, because we find out that the business was lost ic a lawsuit a 
few. years later. 

Easily the most scandalous affair Involving Albinoni occurred in 
1722. News of his musical prowess had spread to southern Germany, and 
he was summoned, or perhaps Invited might be a better word, to Munich 
to conduct (which in those days meant something closer to •supervise' ) 
performances of his works at a festival surrounding a royal marriage. He 
appears to have been a great hit, except for the fact that nobody was 
sure that it was indeed, hell Apparently (I might add to Tomaso 1 s great 
chagrin, I'm sure), there was an Albinoni impostar touring Europe at 
that time. Though Albinoni was well known outside Venice in other parte 
of I taly , hi-a music was all that was known of him outside his country , 
The impos ter was eventually discovered in Germany somewhere, and f 1 ed 
for Sweden in shame . 

I only hope the game is as exciting. • * . . 
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Da da da DUM. 

Game number two starts with tnis issue , and for those of you who are 

still scratching the ol ' noggin over the first paragraph let me exp-Luin 

that this game is to ho nicknamed BEETHOVEN- Here's th^ lineup. 

BEETHOVEN 



Ziae: Sicelaior Jjeadlines : Monthly 
Coun try Address 

AUSTRIA c/o Echo Bay Mines, Lupin NWT, 

Canada JCQE LMQ 
GERMANY 2811 fiablas St., Endwell NY, 

USA 13760, ph. 60?-743-i+490 
FRANCE 3551 Casamia Ave,, Palmdale CA, 

USA 93550 

ITALY P.O. Box 2793 Huntington *'V , 

USA .25727 

TUEKET 702-25 St. Mary St., Toronto ON, 

Canada Hi|X 
RUSSIA 1 rue Georges, Masaon PQ, 

Canada JOX 230 
EN G LAUD 665 E 29 th Ave, Vancouver BG, 

Canada V5V 2S1 



GM : Bruce M cln tyre 
Player Preference 
Robert Acheson FGHAEIT 

Mike Barno ("Blarfo; 1 GTFRAIE 
"deadmaatWy "Gargoyle") 
Steve Cooley FERTGIA 

Meliada. ILolley TIFAEGR 

Alan Stewart RTAFGEI 
( "Al") 

Pierre Touchette RQEFATI 

Mitchell Wageler EGRTIFA 
( "Mitch") 

June 7th will be the Spring 1901 deadline , UNLESS each and every one of 
you has orders into ^ headquarters with requests to 'get on wif it 4 by 
May 10. The phone deadline is 12:01* M on June 7th or May 10. but phone 
th e night oaf ore at the latest 'causa ya won't re ach ma on D—Day by phone. 

If anyone has not gotten, a preliminary set of ordera in by Hay 10, a. stand 
by will be appointed. There 1 s no reason at all why this should cause any 
controversy ; I expec t you all want to pla^r* Don 1 1 you? 

Gar Blimey J ! 1 1 ve got no in tiro due ti on to go on from Robert Acheson , so I * 
shall have to do my best at guessing. I picture him as yer typical north- 
ern Nut : hat es Beethoven, is obsessed by sex (or perhaps his personal lack 
of same), you know the type. I mean, how much can ya say about a guy who 
thinks Toronto's climate is tropical? ?< IVAJSKING: send me a pretty legible 
personal Intro with yer games tar t application or 1 1 11 have to resort to 
this kind of s tuf ft 11 i ) ) . . . .Mike Bamo is a 21 year old unemployed single 
computer programmer who sends, me examples of his work thinly disguised as 

letters, 1 He published The Shogun'e Sword from 81 to S3. He's been 
playing Dip since 78, and loves parties enough to have travelled half the 
continent in search of then* .... Steve Cooley is a 25-year-old father of 
two, who ie also a sports nut, Springsteen fan, and avid wargamer. His 
Dip experience is mostly FTF as this is his second postal game. . . .Melinda 
Holley, undisputed Diplomacy Queen of West Virginia, is doing a wonderful 
jab to get these new Canadian zines started. I'm sure Acheson will say 
th e same thing— keep sending ua your game fees, Melinda, much appreciated. 
I 1 m sure, ...» .From Al Stewart we get the following: I am a { censored) year 
old ( censored) whrklng a t ( censored) who enjoys ( censored) ( DISPATCH RE- 
VIEWED BY FOREIGN OFFICE TO PROTECT INFORMATION THAT MIGHT BE OF: DSE TO 
FOREIGH POWERS) I might add that I've not often been privy to such a re- 
vealing irtradu ctlon ... .Pierre Touche tte is a 21— year— old student at the 
CEGEP de l'Qutaouaia, about ^0 mi!4s from the Ottawa/Hull area. He and 
I are fighting for sixth place in XAIJTH in S£ at the momen t . . . .Mi tchell 
Wagel er , the Conference Call entry to Jim Bumpas 4 DipJouet , is an ejeper t 
in many war games , and hae extensive experience in various postal wargaaies, 
I have every confidence in Mitch's ability, as Conference Call champion, 
to provide you with a good game despite his relative inexperience in the 
Postal Dip world. After al 1, I ' ve seen him play .... 

Beet of luck to all: let the game begin. Da da da DUM 
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Trivia: Ouiz no.2,& Excerpts 

Ab usual t the winner of this quia gets five free issues to X^. ^ach ques 
tion is worth its number in the scoring, like last time — exc ept t hat this 
time there are seven questions. Good luck! 

1, nVhich of the following composers was bora in a supply centre? ( Only 
one was. > Ludwig van Beethoven , Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, or i'ranz Schu- 
bert? 

£■ iVhi ch supply center was it? 

3i Two of jay favorite groups , Steely Pan and Super tramp , have seen their 
lead singers make solo albums recently * frame these 1 ead singers. 

if. How many sittings did it take Mozaxst to complete the opera Pon Gio - 
vanni? 

5* How many sharps are there in the key signature of the* ratner remote 
k ey of B— s harp m±n or? 

&• Alan Sherman's song entitled Harvey & Sheila was written, to the tune 
of what often-heard melody? 

7- *ho wrote the opera Hanse\ and flretel in 1693? 

I figure this quiz Is a bit easier than the first one , which hopefully 
means that we 1 11 get more entries. However it also probably indicates 
that you'll need a score of at least 20 to be in the running. 

I was surprised to find that nobody got either of the excerpts in XL^. 
I was even more astonished to find that we had two guesses that were 
Identical, but wrong, for the first one on page 3. At LepreCon, Michael 
Lee hummed that all weekend, In search of a composer to put with it, I 
just didn't have the heart to tell him he was a hundred years off the 
right track. That was the first phrase of a song recorded by Hero Alpert 
in the 60s entitled **A Walk In The Black ForeetL 1 The composer is some 
fellow named Jankowakl, which la very close to what we call my landlord 
when he makes his numerous attempts at music. ( .Ve call him Ctaangkowsky . ) 
Mike Barno guessed, that this was Beethoven 1 s Third, which was interesting 
because he thought that the excerpt in number one was Beethoven * s Thira 
as well. Keep trying Mike, some day you'll get it. Both Blarfo and 
Bill Becker thought that the excerpt on page 1? was from Broadway. Bill 
guessed "Oh what a Fool Am I"; and Mike tried "Until we Meet Again". Ae 
I say, very close, almost had to give the five free issues away on those 
excellent tries. Unfortunately the answer is Ciarinet_ Sonata >rl by Jo- 
hannes Brahms. Yes that is the opening that all clarinet players have 
lost sleep over. 

I better mention that only unidentified music is fair game here: the etui 
on pags 10 and page Is not wo±*tn five free issues, especially as the 
title and composer are written right therel You thinit that's bad: 3arna 
tried to get five free issues for identifying the quotation from XLe rl. ploi 
Hight. . . . 
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ThE ExceIsior Base bA LI League 

.7e have five entries into the ^CL. ^atjeball pool . As far as I know , none 
of them are widows. 

Team Aoar. Hnager Groups ownea 

Jtjrvis St. Johns JSJ Charles Becker ef7a, ghi7a, Jin7a,rs7 

C.J. ' s Raiders CJR Jerry Falkiner ab^a t ghl^a, rs5a, wsyitia 

Endwell Eurypteride EE Mike Barno cd6n. rs6n, jkl?a, rsSn. 

Saskatoon Wheat Farmers SAfF Al Stewart rnaba, opq7a.» rs7n, mn9a 

Benchwarinars B Bill Becker gh±6a» jklba, jKiyn, mji7n 

Since we could use a lot more entries, let ma explain how it works. Say 
in the opening game of the season far the National League, the losing 
pitcher is a guy named. Excelsior, and the guy w.ho hits the winning run 
in. (the game winning RBI) is. a guy named Dip. If you have the jroup of 
players that contains either one of these guys., you either get a win or 
a loss (for example, the team with Excelsior would get a win) in the pool 
standings. The groups are divided into leagues and number of letters in 
name (1-5, 6, 7» S» and 9 or more), and initail letters in surname ( tne 
groups are ab, cd, ef, ghi, oa, opq, ra» tuv, wxya) So if you have 

the group -rs3s, you have all the ^pierican League players with an ei^h t 
letter name starting with x or 3* 1^ this sounds dumb, you're very per- 
spective, float it does Is take the advantage away from the guys who hboi 
nothing hut batting averages, EH As and slugging percentages, so anyone 
can play with a reeonable chance to do well . 

Gamefea is now $£, and going up. Get in while you caul 

1-5 6 7 8 9 or more 

AL KL AL NL AL ML AL NL AL NL 
AB CJR --------- filter : 

CD — — — EE — _ — _ _ 

EF - JSJ ----- 1 need the following: 

f>iiT f-Tp R Tqi ~ Z ~ I * - »^ game fee 

JKL B I JE£ a ~ " -a lO Dy 10 matrix stating 

MH - ~ SWF - JSJ B - - SWF - y0Ur * P reJweflC « among the re- 

Opij - - SWF - - maining groups* 

RS CJR - - EE JSJ SWF - E£ - - " a team name. Look what hap- 
TUV - -- -- -- -- - penad to Charles Becker, who 

■rtXYZ ~ - - - - ~ CWE - - - forgot to send me one! ! 

There's r*jom for 19 more, so get. your entry in now. Prise is ten free 
issues and free entry next year; there are lots of minor prizes as well 
as the big one. 

I dldn 1 t hear too much from you on the * why do of runs have no HBI to 
go wi th them » 1 so I did some research into the matter* The four ways in 
which a run can be scored without a corresponding RBI are; 

a) ±£ a run is scored as a result of a stolen base, no RBI is given 
h) if a run ia scored on a wild pitch* or passed bail, no RBI is giv- 
en 

c) if a run is scored as a result of a force or reverse-force aoubie 
play, no JriBI is given 

d) if a run is scored as a result of an error, and in the scorers 
judgement the run would aat have scored without the error, no RSI is & iven., 

Yes , you do get an RBI if you are hit by a pitch or waked ( I mean 
walked) t as well as if the catcher Is called for interference or obstruc- 
tion. Yes^you do get an RBI if a run scores whil e another runner i s 
thrown out (except for c) above). 

I still dan 1 t eoe that the cases mentioned above, even in combina- 
tion, could cotae anywhere near 6A> of all runs* Ajiy ideas, anyone? 
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Xou dldn * t really think I ' d do such a thing now, did you? I aanecj 
Patricia if she'd Mind too much if I printed some false insults 
under the pretense of soae April Fools deception, and I hope she 
isn't angry at m* now! It did take me one hell of a long while 
to decide on what I wanted, with the end result that she is do- 
ing a laat-slnute job for Thanks* Patricia! 
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Third time lucky} lots of in tar sating stuff this fclae. And we're up to 
2k pagea* though I doubt that future issues will continue the tread I've 
flat b; adding four pages each time* It is starting to get expauairetl 4 
I plan to continue the detachable centres, ad that e*»Ty sonth there 
will be something on the centra that will acre or leoa aerTe as a hish- ; 
light of sons sort. All future April issues will contain fames tone Poll 
material, November Deo saber issues will have soae holiday related sat arlaJ 
and a Christmas card, with possibly ah gfe addraa* list, and the regaining, 
dins issues will be split up as follows: three will cohtaSJl a sort of CDO 
newsletter, with perhaps information on a Canadian: f ham p1 on ship game, and 
my attempts to put into place a Canadian branch at ths lBZ t and an annual 
Census. 

The other six Issues will alternate between a rawival of Bruac Liasey* 
Hobbytalk column, and responses (I'm sure there will be soma.) to it* I 
have been told in no uncertain tarns that a high percentage of ay aubbera 
will fold up and die upon reading the hate literature of the drmadsd LiJQ- 
aey» Bullshit* In any case* let's at least find out, ahall we. Anyone 
who receives XL will be allowed to comment on the columns, so Ions as it 
is coherent, logical » and to the point (the whole response column will 
not go beyond four pagee. Ever.) as well as within the aaaaiine set for it. 
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Excelsior Editor Discovers AaaainE Hew Item Of Hu&lCal History! I 



Everyone, I *■ sure.hu heard the opening bare of Richard Strauss' tone 
poem Thus SP flft f Sn fathumtr a . (lofi you have. Tbu* music to 20O1 : A Space 
Oddysmey? Oh yeah. . . ) fij?fff M l?Ji?r hae just learned through 1 te network 
ox secret muslcologlcal sources, a new theory on how this amazing piece 
came about, Bememoer, you heard Itieart first. 

It appears that Strauss origlnnaJLly composed the piece for children* 
voices under the title Pas SlngSolol Air aha ten (The Alphabet Song) until 
it aas pointed out to him that no adult could possibly have the f our*-oc- 
tave range required, much less a child. Thus. Strauss tore up the origin* 
al in a rage, but, unbeknownst to him, one of the five mysterious people 
designated by Strauss as witnesses was blessee) with an exceptional musical 
memory, and a copy of the original was found among the items in his per- 
sonal belongings. 

This then is the original : 

Dag S*nq Spie) AMabefen rfchaad Strauss 

LEhJTO i ■ I '* 






r* 



a-; 



- s - c - * - ft -<A-o Ffff 




Believe it... or not. 



Bruce HcIntyre/6191 Winch St./Burnaby Be/Canada V^fi 2Lit/(60Jf) 

' _ _ 'if yer lucky... 



